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LEAFLET 3

The Department of Environment, Climate 
and Communication (DECC) recently held 
a public consultation on establishing and 
operating a mandatory community benefit 
fund for projects participating in the new 
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS). See this link1 for more details on 
the RESS Handbook consultation document. 
It is expected DECC will publish the final 
version of the handbook later in 2021 
following a full review of submissions. Once 
the handbook has been officially published 
by DECC we will notify the community via 
the website and in future communications.

In order to participate in RESS, projects 
must have full planning permission and a 
grid connection. The size of the community 
benefit fund would be determined by 
a number of factors, in particular the 
amount of electricity generated by the 
wind farm which depends on the number of 
constructed turbines. The draft handbook 
gives an example under the section on Key 
Fund Parameters, indicating that a 50MW 
wind farm would provide a community 
benefit fund of approximately €300,000 

to the community each year for 15 years. 
Based on the current design providing for 
a capacity of circa 90MW, the Gortyrahilly 
Wind Farm could potentially contribute 
an estimated fund of ca. €500,000 per 
annum to the local community should it 
succeed in obtaining planning permission 
and participating in RESS. An important 
cornerstone of the RESS community 
benefit fund is that the local community 
participates in all decisions regarding how 
the funding should be used. We recognise 
the Community Benefit Fund is of great 
interest to the local community and we look 
forward to working closely with interested 
parties should the project proceed. 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI) will have a support, oversight and 
compliance role across all RESS Funds.

Further updates on the community benefit 
fund will be posted on the Gortyrahilly Wind 
Farm website as they become available 
from the Department. An excerpt from the 
RESS Terms & Conditions taken from the 
department’s website is also available now 
at www.gortyrahillywindfarm.ie.

• As government restrictions continue to 
advise against holding physical events, 
we propose to launch a virtual community 
consultation by end June. The online 
portal will be accessible through the 
Gortyrahilly website and will provide 
more detail on, for example, studies 
being completed, layout drawings as they 
advance, grid access and an overview 

on noise, landscape and visual impacts. 
Additional material associated with any 
updates will be uploaded during July and 
August as it becomes available.

• The current target for submitting a 
planning application to An Bord Pleanàla 
is September 2021.

We welcome your comments and feedback on any aspect 
of this proposed project. 

You can contact us by email at gortyrahillywindfarm@coillte.ie 

or call our Community Liaison Officer,  
Brendan Twomey on 087 971 2151

or by post at this address: 
Coillte Office, Hartnetts Cross,  
Macroom, Co. Cork, P12 XA50*

*Note that email or phone contact is preferable at this time
as there is limited access to Coillte offices due to COVID restrictions.

CONTACT US

COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND UPDATE

NEXT STEPS

1 www.gov.ie/en/consultations
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This leaflet on Gortyrahilly Wind Farm 
provides an update to stakeholders relating 
to ongoing survey work by our EIAR 
consultants Jennings O’Donovan & Partners 
Ltd., a proposed turbine layout based on 
constraints mapping and an update on the 
community benefit fund.
 
SURVEY UPDATES 
Due diligence work by the project team and 
the project consultants over the past few 
months is progressing well. The following is 
a general update covering the ongoing work 
and estimated future timelines.

BIODIVERSITY

Habitat Surveys, Protected Species Surveys 
(Non-volant mammal and Kerry Slug) 
and Aquatic Surveys (Electro-fishing, 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel and watercourses 
within the zone of influence and 500m 
downstream of the development) were 
completed in 2020. Bat Activity Surveys 
have been completed in 2019/2020 and 
additional monitoring will be undertaken in 
the Spring, Summer and Autumn of 2021.

ORNITHOLOGY

Vantage Point Surveys, Breeding Moorland 
Survey, Transect Surveys, Merlin Survey, 
Red Grouse Survey and Hinterland Surveys 
have been completed for the proposed 
development. Two years bird survey 
work for the proposed development was 
completed in 2017 – 2019 in accordance 
with best practice guidelines. Further 
surveys were completed in 2020 and are 
to continue into the breeding bird season
of 2021. 

HYDROLOGY & GEOLOGY

Baseline studies of water (groundwater 
and surface water) have been completed. 

The proposed drainage design will ensure 
that no increase in downstream flooding 
should occur as a result of the proposed 
wind farm development. Due to the nature 
of wind farm developments, where all of 
the construction activities take place near 
the surface, impacts on groundwater are 
generally negligible and surface water  
is the main sensitive receptor. A 65m 
setback from surface water bodies has  
been applied when developing the proposed  
site layout.

GEOLOGY

Baseline studies of soils, geology and 
ground stability conditions were completed 
in 2020. Peat is generally thin across the 
site with only some isolated pockets of 
deeper peat. Based on a peat stability 
assessment and associated design 
approach, peat stability at the site is not 
considered a high risk. 

NOISE

To inform the noise impact assessment, 
baseline noise monitoring of the existing 
noise environment was carried out over 
a 4 week period in early Autumn 2020. 
Noise and vibration assessments will be 
undertaken for the construction, operation 
and decommissioning phases of the 
proposed development. The proposed wind 
farm is designed to comply with the latest 
noise guidelines. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE

A field inspection was carried out of all 
identified and accessible cultural heritage 
assets within the development boundary 
and its environs. An appropriate set-back to 
archaeological monuments was used as a 
constraint when developing the site layout.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GORTYRAHILLY PROPOSED TURBINE LAYOUT MAP

The first step in the design process of the 
proposed development was to complete a 
desktop review of the environmental and 
development constraints within the site 
boundary and in the surrounding area. Some 
of the key constraints identified from this 
exercise, the associated set back distances 
applied to them include the following: 

• Designated areas (Special Protection 
Areas, Special Areas of Conservation 
and National Heritage Areas) –  
100 metre setback

• Dwelling locations within 3km of the  
site boundary – 750 metre setback 

• Watercourses and water bodies -  
65 metre setback

• Surrounding wind farm developments -  
2 x Rotor Diameter setback

• Overhead Electricity Transmission Lines - 
3.5 x Rotor Diameter setback

• Existing telecommunications 
infrastructure - operator specific setback

• Archaeological monuments and 
structures – 100 metre setback 

• Areas of steep gradient

• Sensitive ecological habitats 

A constraints map was then prepared to 
illustrate the areas that were excluded 
(the ‘developable area’). Turbines were 
positioned within this area and spaced 
appropriately so that each turbine could 
avail of the wind resource without 
impacting on another. This exercise 
produced the proposed turbine layout for 
Gortyrahilly Wind Farm as shown in Figure 
1. The location and alignment of the site 
infrastructure, such as the site roads, crane 
hardstands and substation, were then 
developed following confirmation of the 
turbine layout.

The final layout will include any changes 
required following completion of all site 
surveys, site investigations and analysis 
and will also incorporate community and 
general stakeholder feedback where 
possible. The final layout will be the basis of 
the planning application and Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA)/Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).
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